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Some Very Pleasing Features of the
Wind-Up of the Local
Football Season.

YALE'S TWO GREAT VICTORIES.

The Great Team's Flement of Sucosss—Ben-
efits of the Popularity of
the Game.

IOCAL AND  KATIONAL BABEBALL

Uofair Criticiems of Elsvin Decanse of His Propowed
Battle With Peter Jsckson.

The college foothall season of 1891 has
ended, and it will be remembered as the
best in the history of the game wo far. Only
s fow years szonot one of us would have
thought that thers would be such a foothall
craxe in the United States as there is now,
&nd I am fully persuaded that the eraze has
eome to stav. Thursday's big coniest prae-
tically wound up the season. There will be
other games, of ecourse, this year, but the
fnterest in them will only be of a locsl kind.
An far as Pittsburg is concerned the season
winds up in a way that gives every assur-
ance of a great fooifball season here mext
vear. The Thankegziving contest between
Shortidge's Media team and the Esst End
G rms showad conclusively that Pitisburg is
s footbell city. Despite the rain and mud
2.000 persons visited the game, and that
yproves that under favorable circumsiances
the attendance would bave been doubled
This fact, taken into consideration with the
oiler fact that the game hss only been
plaved here for a short time, proves beyond
n doubt thas football will be one of the
great things in and sboat Pittsburg next
fall

1 have no hesitation in saying that the
game will amply pay for itself here because
veall know thet Pittsburgers are the best
people in the world for supporting sny-
tiing in which they take an interest, and
this being o it will be worth the while of
eour stbletic organizations going to some
expenee in trying get together pood teams
There is one way by which the game can be
made Lizhly successful and that is to
orpanize a league or union for Western
Yenrsrivania.  On ecveral oceasions I have
ynentioned thisand I am glad that the idea
ix being favorably received by those inter-
esied.  The organization of a league would
not prevent the engazement of outside tesms,
bocanse dates conld be left open and any
v . team from n distance could be
brought here.  Bat whether 8 league is dr-
panized ormot oue thing is certnin, viz, that
1here will be more foothall played here nex:
senson than we ever drowmt of & yeur or
two aze. and there will also be & much
better elaes of teams here. We will un-
dnoubtedly have teams here that will be
nble to cope with bome of the prominent
trams in the country. In short everything
indicates that football has coms here to

Tenefits of Popularity.
There is ulwavs much good resuliing from
v athletic =port becoming popular. It
«w (ke desire of young men
1 the physical exercise the
wit it tends to eradiestc the
innuble features from the game. This
1 irue in baseball and it will be true
i ball. 'When the public once becomes
dveply interested in anything of the kind
now under discussion it soon makes itself
hesrd, and sl evils and defects have to be
removed or the gume has to go.  Crities be-
some numerons, and ns & result the bad is
and replaced by good feat-
prre  During the last few weeks thousands
ri people who probably never saw a Rugby
fanthell game before have began to take an
ir «t in the sport. The first thing they
» 15 the rough festures of the game,
and cn thie point there are objections in-
numerable,

Dut while T am free to admit thatin
muny instanecs matters are too rough to a
very preat extent the roughness appears to
Ve much greater than it really is. There is
1z unduly rough in one young athlete
ing another down and falling vpon
men who ezunot stand this
t plsy Rughy football, and those
who oan stand it enjov it exceedingly.
Jiut the ronghpess that is to be complained
o most is the “siugring” and the clandes-
tue and cowardly cfiorts of some players to
try and injure plavers. It is reganding this

1 thut 1 Lsve mueh hope of publie

= goodl.  Trae, there are rules
such rovghness, but in many
can be cvaded and in many in-

eiminstea

» es refer=es lack the eourage to enforce
thes Tt in eafe to predict that publie

epinion will demand a remedy on this
i, andi ws soon as the publie get nny-
like n good knowledge of football

5

ale- referces will be rigidly required

enfurce all  rules regarding “‘slupg-
ping and unfrir playing. I re-
member well when Queensberry  box-

rules first became popular the gen-
al thing was to sce contests in which the
ule=s were wholly disregarded because of
heir not-enforcement by the referee.  Bot

lie opinion took hold of the matter, and
a result roferces were compelled to see

the rules were rigidly stuck to and the
sult was betrer. It wigl be the same with
i2eferess will becoma more im-
T » and as they do so it will be better
for the game.

Tale's Great Vietories,

The famball werld will now be satisfied
lime the hest Rugby foothall team
he sonson of 1891 The blues lLave won

o g e e wy m e

e eolile victoriet, and that of Thursday
wa: no less slorious than their defeat of
Marvard. OF course few of us wonld be
surprised a1 Prineston’s Thanksgiving de-
fent. Frosa first to Inst of the season I
have failed to ser where either Harvard or
i'rineeten bad the equal of Yale, as farasn
foothall team was  conoerned, snd thedfact
thos neither of Vale'srivals scored a point
noninst bier proves superiority beyond all
doaht. The victories were not in any sense
of the word gained by flukes, better play

sod thut alone won the lsurels. Well, let
us sar: Hurrali fur Yale, When victorics
pre won under guch cireumstances the vie-
tors deserve all the praise and encourage-
ment we can give them.

But without  going into  the
detaile  of the twoa Dbig contests
these hnve heen fully explained in the daily
newspaper necounts, 1 may point out that
Yale's sycoesses give a good lesson to all
11 toams  They teach that victory
puot be relied on without persistent prac-
viee und the best kind of team diseipline
The Yale footkall pleyers have been untir-
fne in their practice work. They have
duily worked together as if their entire suo-
eess in life depended on their football play-
tug efficiener. They have Been well coachied,
bt thoy were at all times ready to receive
aiviee nud act on it.  Bevond all, when out
T
I
p

<ight of the “conch’™ they were true to

snd themseives. Now, withont these
isl qualities no tean can at all be re-
lied on. acd amaieur athletes generally
should take & lesson from Yale's meth
med her grhievemsnts

While we now iull® kuow that Yale's
fontball team are superior to the teams of
Murvard and Frincéton, we do not for sure
Luow which hae the better team between
Hervard and Princeton. 1 am inclined to
think thet of the three Harvard is
hest, althouch thore is a grest diversity of
opinion on this point. As far as the re-
spective scores of these tesms .E::“ Yale
n‘u ennecrned, Harvard has the of it
Jut ber team’s genoral work hae always
impressed mo as being better than that of
Prineeton. It is & pity that the two teams
de not meet in contest. A game between
them would certainly be an interesting one,

The few remarks I made last Sunday re-
s:tdiuc the local basehall team evoked from

e club directors some very pointed words
regarding my “anfriendliness” to the club.
One verygenial director wrote me on the
matter, pointing out that old adage that ““no
news is better than bad news."” This is
quite true under certain ciroumstancss Buat
either the directors have been much mis-
taken or I have. I did not ex that T
was saying & word against the playing
ability of the team. AIl that I centended
last Sunday was that the team was less at-
tractive than the team of last year. Surely
nobody will deny this. I also said that pub.
lic  opinion generally in and
about Pittsburg WAS to  the
effect that a weaker team was being goiten
together than the team of lasi year. This
was not my opinion. Personally, I do not
thiuk that a more unsuccessful team as far
ns playing is concerned enn be secured than
the team of Isst year. The failures of last
season were extremely costly, and because
of this it is my earnest wish that a’cheaper
method of securing players for next season
will meei with greater success.

Once more let it be remarked in this paper
that the directors of this elub have in every
possible way endeavored to get a winning
team. Nobody can for s moment deny that
and I don’t koow of anyvbody who has de-
nied it. They are still willing to go alter
any available man of first-class abilities,
and if ever & body of men deserved success
it is these same directors. Baseball playing
and players are so exiremely nnoertain that
1 would not be surprised if the cheaper
team of mnext year «does considerasbly
better than the expensive feam of Iast
season. Whether this will be done or nat
I don’t say at this juneture, but it is to be
hoped that such ix the case. One thing the
public can depend on is that the directors
are certainly trying their very bestto secure
8 team of victorious ball players; indeed,
this is so much the case that if their eflorts
are not successful this time there will liL"::f
be & complete collupee of the club next &

Bascball Aftairs in Gene-al.

What is termed the war between the
League and the Association is, judging from
outward appearances, no nearer a termina-
tion than ever. The usual amount of
romors are still current, but not one of
them sesems to have a solid foundation.
Two or three days ago I had a long conver-
sation with Billy Iarnie, the manager of
the Athlctics, of Philadelphia. Billy, to

sure we all know Bil;ly and can be
familiar, is a member of the Association
committee whose duty it is to
arrange & oircuit for that organiza.
tion. * William tells e that the
committee have been at work but that there
is nothing sett!ed yet; nor can he tell what
will be done. He talked about & ten-club
circnit, but let me say this will never be,
and probably William Barnie knows it as
well as anvbody. He is opposed to the mo-
nopolistic scheme of one organization with
12 clubs, and I am with him on this point,
although it might be better than the present
condition of things

But what Billy ssid about peace was of
most importance, becaure he gave me to
clearly understand that he and his col-
leagues are quite prepared to tslk matters
over with the League sgain. When point-
ediy askod what the Association wanted
Mr. Barnie said:

*“Let each organizstion remain as it is,
that is, we to have a club in Chicago and one
in Boston; let each organization keep all
the players it now has signed. We will
eign & naiional arreement to respect each
other's econiracts und resorved players to-
gether with tho cities.*”

There really does not seem to be anything
extraordinary sbout the foreguing, although
there are on2 or two very important omis-
sions. But if there is any trouble because
the Associntion wants to put a olud into
Chicago, or beeause it wants to keep one in
Beston, there oucht not to be. 8o ?ar there
bas not come before my notice any sound
reason why the Association should not have
a club in Chicago. That city can support
two just as Philadelphia and Boston can
support two. This being so, if there has
any buying out to be done, let the
people in Chicago or in Boston, who are di-
rectly interested financially, do the buying.
The National League is doirg wrong; it is
stickling on a maiter of this kind, and it
will do wrong if. to avoid this it aids in the
establishment of & 12-club League.

A Cricket League.

A gentleman who takes a very deep in-
terest in cricket playing in this cily—he is*
an American—is anxious to have a little
cricket league organized for next season
The idea is a capital one, although it is not
new. There have been many expensive ef-
forts made to get cricket playing thoroughly
established in this locality, but so far they
have all more or less failed. Two or three
vears ago it did scem as if the historie game
was going to take a firm hold, but circnm-
etances caused it to droop agsin. It the or-
ganization of a little league will not sustain
it mo'hing will, and it Is because of this that
I 8o heartily eupport the idea. There is no
reason why a leszue of fouror six clubs
could not organized, and if this were
dene I know of & gentleman who will offer
a splendid trophy for the winner. There
are clubs at East Liverpool, Jeannette,
New Castle and Pittsburg that are tolerably
streng. Good teams could be organized st
other nearby places, and altogether it would
be quite an ensy matter to organize a league,

t is required is for those interested to
get together at once and discuss the mat-
ter, formulate pians and appoint some activ

the battle to take place next June. Blavin
accepts the conditions, and he has done per-
feotly right. But becaunse he bas to
fight” Jackson, the friends of Sllivan are
talking about “Slavin's crawl.” Nothing
could be more unressonable and unfair, To
demand, or to even think, that Slavin is go-
ing to remain idle for 12 months as
& means of helping to sdvertise
John L. Bullivan or anybody else is simply
gll‘epoumus. Slavin bas a chanes to win

0,000 or $20,000, and a good chance, If
he wins he will, in all probability, be quite
r:t'yll'e& to meet Sullivan at the time gxa

tter mames. The absurd way in which
John I."s friends areabusing the Australian
will only do their champion’s cause harm.
According to the champion's own conditions
there is 1entr of time for Slavin to cover
that mmg'l uffed up forfeit. But Sullivan
has mmfulry stated that Slavin has just
done the correet thing in agrecing to meet
Jackson, as a battle between them will
show who is the better man. This is what
Sullivan wants to know, and he is perfectly
right in so expressing himself.

A Britisher’s Opinion.

A writer in the London Referrs has the
following to say about Slavin and Sullivan:

“Possibly one may quote, in contraven-
tion of.my doctrine that prices are down
very much indeed in boxing, that quite
fabulous sumis are on offer, or said (o bhe so,
for a meeting between Sullivan and Slavin.
Theirs is an excepticnal case, and if speon-
lators in this direction ean be gnaranteed
free from police interference—and vou can
obtain as nearly as®possible absolute im-

munity, yon know, in the States at a price |

—there ought to be a fair working protit on
a very large purse indeed. Sullivan bas to
meet Slavin. That no reasonable person
will doubt. The so long popular idel J. L.
surely cannot find a way oui from at least
fixing a match. Tiofe has arrived when he
must either put up a deposit for a match or
shut np from the championship racket.
Simply, he must give the Australian a trial
In one war or snother youn could grant the
partisans’ reason for sticking to him as the
champion so far, but no matter how much
beating about the bush may intervene, an
s{pﬂintﬂl end stands evident—either give
the Colonial best without a fight or stand up
before him. Already a ton of excuses have
been put forth and wildly absurd conditions
hinted at. These all count for nothing.
Postponing a match till the fall of %hext
vear reads small and mean at first sight,

though if the grest Bostonian
been living freely, as is his wont,
ever pince he tackled Jake Kil-

rain, he might require all the interval to
get himself properly in trim. Theatrical
engagements are of some consequence, but
may not reckon long. Look you, it is this
way. Sullivan ‘as an actor is very small,
watery potatoes. Sullivan, the boss boxer,
as an exhibition igure in & theatrical trov
drew money in hisown country. Naturally
muansgers were pleased to en the celeb-
rity whom the public flocked to see. Baut
let him be defeated or back ont of a
proffered match with the Australian, then
theatrical engagements won't hamper him
ten minnutes, For why? His glory as a
fighter will have departed, and his fistic or
glove record was the only thing that drew
the dollars.  This being thus, T believe that
Slavin need not mmﬁla about securing a
meeting with the Slogger, whose business
interests, let alone personal vanity, will not
permit him to get away to avoid."
Pugilists in General.

Whet promises to be quite an interestin
fistic con‘:est is that between Joe Cho_vmk‘j
und Billy Wood underlined for next month.
It is likely that the Polish-American will
be a strong favorite, as he has had much
more experience than Woods, and has

roven himself one of the pluckiest men

fora the pugilistic werld to-day. But he
is far from invineible, and when in Aus-
iralia he was beaten at his own game, that
of slogging. Me is not a clever fighter as
the word goes, but_if he once gets at his
opponent, woe betide the latier if he is not

0 one of the demoninc order.

Woods is a well-built and powerful young
fellow in whom great hope is ceniered by
the Denver people. I have seen bim box
end I have a wvery etrong notion that
Choynski will not reach Woods without
receifing 8 deel of pummeling himself.
Altogether at present it seems to me that
while the chancesof victory may be in
favor of Choyneki there is no reason why a
dollar of odds shoold be bet on him against
Wood. At & six to four rate Icertainly
should be on the side of Woods.

La Blanche, the vnguiuher of Jack
Dempsey, has come considerably down the
scale, as he has agreed to fight Gregeians
for a purse of §2,000. Surelya t change
lias taken place, as not very long ago La
Blanche would hear tell of nothluﬁ but
$5.000 or §10,000. 1t is difficult to tell how
his battle with Greggians will end. The
Jatter, some time ensily defeated Billy
MeCarthy, and bem that knocked out
that very promising middle-weight, Charlia
Turner. ese victories would indicate
that his chances of defeating La Blanche
are good, and I think he will be the victor.

PRINGLE

A DOLLAR INVESTMERT IN BULB&

How to Have a Window Fall of Winter-
Flowers at Small Cost.
[WRITTEX FOR THE DISPATCH. |
Tt seems easy at first blush to answer the
question how best to spend $1 in bulbs for
winter flowering. But the most casunl con-
ideration shows =o many good ways of

gentleman to take charge of the mov i
In the meantime, if anybody has any sug-
gestions to make regarding a meeting-or
sovthing else pertaining to the matter they
can send & letter to this office and it will be
handed to the gentlemen who are snxious to
have the leazue organized,

The Local Swimmers,

‘During the week more than loeal interest
has been displayed in swimming on account
of the series of races between J. P. Fox and
Joseph McEwen. Unfortunately, the latter
broke down, or else the contest would have
been even more interesting., As it
ie, the contests have brought the natato-
rial srt prominently before the publie,
because the contests have shown that
there are as good swimmers in Pitts-
burz as in any other eity in Amer.
ica. Asaresult of the little boom a ehal-
lenge in behaifl of Mr. Flowers, of this
city, was issued through the columns of
this paper Friday for him to swim Johnson,
the recognized amateur champion of Amer-

ien

1 trust the challenge will be accepted, for
it is bona fide, and ilgeit is accepted I haven
strong idea that Mr., Johnson will come out
esecond best. It may be interesting to know
that Johnson’s best time hax been beaten
recenily several times by Pittsburgers, and
Johnson holds the American .record. Bat
werea mateh to be srranged between Flowers
and Johnson it might tend to develop some
good swimmers in this comntry, and we
need themn, During this vear we have seen
how far we are behind the Britishers in
swimming, and there is no reason why
we should not besuperior to others in swim-
ming, as we are in almost evervihing
else. 1f contests such ss those just referred
to were to be more encouraged I have every
faith in the Upited States having the cham-
vion swimmers of the world before very
iong. True, zueh “‘water jels” as Nut-
tal and Finney have made extraordinary
records, bui blees ys what man done
man cau do again.

Unlairness to Slavina,

One of the most amusing things that has
for a long time been before public notice is
the way in which a few of the “‘whoopers
ns" for Sullivan are dealing with Slavin
We all know that for a °“f time past
Slowin has been declaring his willingnees to
fight Sullivan; in fact he told Suallivan so
and the latter stated he would sccommodate
Slavin as soon as he, Sullivan, returned
from Australia. The latter returned and
put up = forfeit te ficht Slavin
about & vwenr from now. That
was all right; but surely when =
man puts up aforfeit to fight another man
12 months bence he has no grounds whatever
for wanting that forfeit covered st once.
Most assuredly to allow one’s money

to lie
six months is long enough. Blavin has not

spending it, that it is hard to set down any
one ss nnguestionably the best. For those
who want flowers in quantity, without regard
to color, nothing can be more satisfactory
than the mixed hyscinths, tulips, erocuses
and narciscii. In hyacinths, choose the single-
flowered sorts, which bloom much beiter
in the home than do the double ones
Four bulbs will cost 40 cents. They will
be more eatisfuctory 1f' grown in pots, and
the trestment of all bulbs is nearly the
same. Plant them in good rich earth—
rotted turf and manure are best, with a lit-
tle soot mixed in. Cover the crown aninch
deep, then zet the pot in either a_ ecold
frame or cool cellar for six weeks, until the
bulbs make strong roota. Then bring them
to light and warmth; keep them moist, but
never wet, and in three weeks you will
have flowers. For a long season of blos-
soms, bring in only a pot or two at a time.

Fifieen eents more will secure half a
dozer tulip bulbs, either mixed or the
glowing scarlet Dno Van Thol. Instead
of the colored hyacinthe you may have
the * white Roman ones, which are as
chesp as the tulips and wonderfully beanti-
ful In contrast with them. Fiity cents
worth of the two will make a us
ml'indlc:iw :3:1 wee‘k:d gInTo witi:l them {
Kaon B¢ AN g ol Enowdro A
twenty cents a dozen, and al Elf!l‘
lily st thirty cents. This gives o color-
scheme of white and scarlet, flecked with

en.

F:f rou faney, or if your decorations in-
cline to white and vellow, then by all
means put your money into nareissus—
Trumpet Major and White Pyrenees. A
dozen of each will keep your windows two
months in flowers. To muke it traly golden
end glowing, get a dozen vellow crocuses
and set them along the edge. Next them
set either canary bird or Chrysolora tulips,
and back of them your iall-growing yellow
narcissus,

1 sirongly recommend this massing of
color as well to all whe have any ofher 1
floral reserve than the window garden.

GEORGE D, CLARK.

Mdme. Bernhardt's Certificate of Birth,
Paill Mall Budget.}

Mdme, Sarah Bernhardt’s birth certifi-
eate has been found. She is not & native of
Hauavre, as she herself supposes, but & Paris-
jenne of the Latin Quarter. She was born
in 1844, her mother being & Rerlin Jewess,
who was then a urugling milliner in the
Rue de 'Ecole de Medacine, a few doors
from the house where Marat was living

the Famous Triple Alliance,

REASON FOR M. DE GIERS’ VISIT.

Plessant Features About Miss Mitchell's
Approaching Marriage.

FACTS ABOUT CHINESE' POPULATION

[WRITTEN FOR THE DISFATOHN.]

Euoropean diplomats are at their wits”
endsto invent excuses for their comings and
goings. ~All sorts of
"tricks are resorted to in
the effort to divert the
suspicious minded from
the real purpose of

their movements. M.
De Giers, the Ruossian
Minister of Foreign
7 Affairs, arrivedin Paris
"’ ten dars ago ‘‘to see
¥4 his grand-deughter,” he
f told thereporiers. Sure
\ enough, the little girl
} was on hand to g}eet
her famous relative, al-
though the hour was
M. De Giers. quite late snd a great
show was made of treating her with
bonbons, ete.,, but all the same, within
an hour De Giers had begun a lengthy
eonsultation with the Russian Ambas-
sador, and, in a few days thereafter, at-
tended any number of prolonged seances
with the Franch President, the French Min-
ister of State, and all the other notables of
that Government worth talking abont.

Coming so soon after his visit to Ttaly
and his prolonged councils with Humbert
and Di Rudini, this wotld seem to bear ont
the intimation mace at the time that the
Triple Alliance,so far as Italy is concerned,
is on its last legs. It is probable that Italy
is in about ench a condition now that she is
willing to sell her friendship atits full mar-
ket wvalue to the country that is willing to
pay for the same in cash.

In ‘discussing Italy's probable future
movements, it would be well to bearin mind
the fact that there is but one nation in the
world that has a larger national debt, and
that nation is France. The latter country
has rich possessions and stands some chance
of overcoming its indebtedness in time, but,
with Italy, the case is practically hopeless,
In the last four vears %‘nnca has redoeed
her debt $747,467,310; in the same time
Italy has increased hers $2,160,896,513, or
nearly double what it was in 1887,

In case the supposition proves true, that
Ttaly has withdrawn from the Triple Alli-
ance, or is about to do =0, the ‘?:urly arises,
what sort of a compact is this, éhat it can be
diesolved so eamil¥? Ifthose countries com-
posing it can withdraw at will, it is dificult
for outsiders to understand the real import
of the famous agreement between Italy,
Germany and Aunstria. Can it be possible
that the Triple Alliance, of which so much
has been heard withfn recent years, isreally
an imagjnary affair after all?

e
7
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Ipteresting Statistics on China.

Not many years ago the population of
China was estimated at about 500,000,000
souls, This was reduced 10 years ago to
405,000,000. More recent and thorough in-
vestigation,the result of which has just been
published by famous German siatisticians,
Supan and Wagner, places the number at
850,000,000, As these figures have been ar-
rived at after an immense amount of Isbor
and ecare, it is hardly likely they will
be changed in any great degree by foture
estimates. As will be observed, the last re-
duces the iirst figures 150,000,000, or nearly
two and a half times the population of the
United States. Truly a tremendons differ-
ence, but has the readeg ever stopped to
consider the immensity of the figures re-
maining. Idly sounding them on the tongue
gives one no real idea of what is comprised
in a number reaching nine figures, es-

ecially when that number represents
Enmm bei Three hundred snd tifty
million ¥ within 7,579,000 of the popula-
tion of entire Europe. If China orcanized
its army on o basis comparative with those
of E“'"J'm governments and went to war
it would require a combination embracing
every country on the KEuropean continent
to resist the intruder. The wonderful arm
of Xerxes would be as nothing in compari-
son with the Mongohan horde.

Another way is to take the total popula-
tion and compare it with anything else of
magnitude that can be reduced to simple
figures. For iustance, if Fou stood every
Giinm individual on his feet and side by
side, nllowing 18 inches for each one yon
would have a continnous line 29432 miles
long or very nearly four times around the
esrfll. Stand them on top of each other,
feet on head, and allowing an av stat-
are of five feet six inches to each individual
and you would have a string of Chinamen
that would reach to the moon, around’ it,
and half way back to the earth on the other
side. If each person in China, consumes an
avernge of five pounds of tood daily, it
would require 319,375,000 tons to fi the
people a year.

There is only one small thing about the
Chinese nation, and that is its nationsal debt.
That amounts to only $38,500,000, It strikes
me as being greatly to the eredit of a peo-
ple, who could free themselves entirely
from obligation, b{ the assessment of 11
cents per capita n our own country, with
all its greatness, about $24 90 would” be re.
quired from every man, woman and child to
square our account completely,

The Mitchell-Rochefoucnuld Alilance,

Wiss Mattie E. Mitchell, daughter of Sen-
ator Mitchell, of Oregon, will shortly marry
Duc Francis de la
Rochefoneauld, a
member of one of
the most distin-
guished families of
France, Itistobe
hoped that this af-
fair amounts to
somet hing more
than the mere im-
molation of Ameri«
can besuty sand
wealth to impecu-
nious European no-
bility. We are as-

sured that it does
Although the
Mitchells are

X

wealthy, I really do not think they com-

mand a great d more money than the
Rochefoucaulds, and thus there is
reason to believe this 1o be at least ane in-
stance in recent . international unions in
which hearts have been played against
hearts. Mirs Mitchell is o lovely girl, which
almost goes without saying, inasmuch as
her husband's surname is the synonym for
comeliness of person, and he would natural-
Iv be a little fastiaious in his selection,
having such precedents as the lovely girls
in his own fuml{ to go by. The Duc's sis-
ter, whom I mentioned in these columns on
one occasion, is by many considered the
most beautiful woman living. He himself
is one of the titled foreigners who have un-
sullied reputations. His l.rmr and social
records have been models of purity and
manliness. In every particular this mar-
riage has much to commend it.

The Predictions of Wiggina,
The person or persons, who are in the

habit of saying when they do this, that or
other ‘‘there will be two moons

the
in the aky” had bettér be eareful to make

safellite of our earth. I would be sorry to
say onything that wounld offend Mr. Wig-
gins: still 1ore go, it 1 should reject any
theory of his that would afterward vae to
be correct, but it is almost impossible to re-
frain from remar . anent his recently
expressed utterances on scientific matters
in general, that he is liviog away behind
the sze. Ifhe could have his earthly ex-
istence transported back to a period
previous to the time of—say Thales or Hip-
chus, there is no question that, with the
the knowledge he possesses, he would be a
highly snccessful practitioner in  the
line of business he now follows. Even in
some of ihe countries of to-day, wherea
slight knowledge of astronomical seience is
mixed with myth and superstition, he would
be s famous individ The successfal
redietion of & few eelestial or meteorolog-
ical events,would make his fortune for him.
There would be only one objection. The
people of such countries might be apt io
require too much precision in his pro*nos-
tications. In the event of some of his
phenomena failing to be exactly on time as
romised, they might dally a little too
Flmili_l.rly with his neck. But Mr. Wig-
gins is wise. In this country and Canada
he is comparatively safe. In this
we resemble our northern brethern very
much. We are a very patient people.

Madagascar and Its Queen.

Let us talk about people with long names.
Herewith is presented the portrait of a
compartively
youthful wom-
an — she was
born in 1861—
who lives on &
very isl-
and on the
Southeastern
ride of Afriea
Thies island is
named Mada-
gasear and the
woman referred
to is Queen of
the people on
il. Her name is
Ranavalonaand

Ranavelona. Atk
ghe is married to n man whtom she affection-

ately calls Rainilajarivony. Do not fear
that the resources of the Malagasy tongue
have been exhausted in the above eflorts;
greater efforis are to come. The woman,
whose nnme I dare not repeat, is the niece
of Queen Rasohenins, who reigned aboyt
25 years ago,and a great grand-nivee of Kin
Andrianappoinimerina (what do you thin
of that one?), who died in the fullness of
his vears and of the fullness ot his name 81
years 8go, T

Ts it any wonder that a peaple with so
little respect for the alphabet should
experience tronble? They have had it and
heape of it, and now they are in great con-
fusion, on acoount of a disagreement with
their protector or rather master, France.
This trouble aross over what might be
termed s simple thing. The foreign
representatives at Madagasear wanted exe-

naturs. The French DPresident-General
3ecided to grant the requests. The Malagasy
government refused to allow him to do so.
8o the matter stands and it is feared that the
obstinacy of boih will eventually lead to
serious consequences. In case of war,

the Trench will have their hands
full to  subdue these peoﬂle. not-
withstanding the . fact that they have

uite a nuombes of forls on the Tsland.

Ithough the Malagasy army consists of
only 20,000 men, this number could easily
be iner ased to 50,000 if oceasion should
arise and it is well-known that the Madag-
ascar Islanders are hard fighters, France's
greatest difficulty would be in getting at the
Inrgest cities, all of which lie in the far
interior and there are no roads in the
country. Reduged to penetrating inland in
small parties, by the riversand rough paths,
they would be picked to" pieces by the
uatives, who excel in guerilla warfare.

History of Purple-Dyeing.

The old familiar story of how the purple
dyein the murex shell was discovered is
going the rounds. There is nothing new in
it, but there is a phase of the purple dyeing
subject that is not any ton well known, and
which I think the transient story malkes
apropos. The terms “roval purple” and
“imperial purple” have become so common
that purple is almost svaonymons of power
and position. How this eame nbout was as
follows: In early ages the most perfect
purple, the Tyrian, was Pr_aduced from the
murex, & shell fish, A single murex would
vield probably a drop of the secretion from
which the dye was made, therefore it can
easily be conjectured that it would require
quite a number of the curious fish to color a
garment of any size. Tn the time of
Cicero apound weight of wool 20 colored cost
about $185°of our money. Of course, none
but the wealthiest class could indulge in
the color at all, but, when wealth flowed in
as a result of their successes in the field,
and money was plenty with everybody, the
wearing or purpie garments € 80 com-
mon that the Casars prohibited its wear to

rivaie citizens under pain of death. The

yzantine emperors even penalized the
use of purple ink, feserving it for their own
royal signatures

As the result of these measures the art of
purple dyeing became entirely lost by the
end of the twelfth century. It was not re-
gained until the seventeenth, and that was
through the discovery of William Cole, of
Bristol, England, that the purpures lapillus
was the identical shellfish mentioned by
Aristotle and Pliny. .Other valuable pur-
ple dyes have been discovered in the mean-
time, but none, it is eaid, are of so rich a
hue as that produced from the murex.

WiLem

REQUIREMENTS OF THE STAGE

The Face and the Form Have m Great
Deal to Do With Success,

In speaking of the requirements of the
stage to a reporter of the New York Sunm,
Sarah Bernhardt says: “Fhe face must be
eapable of a wide range of expression. All
the sensations, all the emotions of which a
human being is capable. She may be called
upon to express all of these. Her facial
expression must be the outward emdodiment
of that something within which magnetizes

*Physique is important—proportion, con-
tour, outline are indispensable to good s

resence. One may have talent and still
rom lack of physique represent but imper-
fectly the character Height is
necessary for certain roles. How rd
would be a squatty woman in heroic parts!
Picture to yourself Jeanne D'Arc as a
chumpy, short-waisted woman overburdened
with ‘embonpoint,” How ridiculous would
be Cleopatra with narrow shoulders,
serawny neck, or an angular ¥!

And it was in her dressing room at the
Standard Theatre that she continued, in her
quick, bright way, to speak of things dra-
matie between rouging of her lips with

omade, dabbing powder across the cliceks,
with alittle whifl! A spraying of throat
and hnir with some sweet essence, und a
hundred turns and motions, commands and
exclamations, all apparently in the same
breath.

Sarah is aetivity personified, and notwith-
gtanding all that has been said of her
scarcity of adipose, in her petticoats she isa
dainty, faseinating bit of femininity.

The Story of a Diamond,

One of the most interesting diamonds in
the world is the Orloft dismond, which be-
Jongs to the Czar of Russia. Tt weighs 104
carsts, and is as bigas a pi 's egg. It
was once one of the eyes of a Brahman idol.
When the temple was destroyed in an
Indian war, the Nadir obtained this
diamond. It was stolen ngg;rnuh sol-
dier, who sold it for £10,000 to an English
. Hewold it to a Hebrew dealer

for 60,000, and in 1778 Oathhrine IL of
Russia

i$ for $400,000,

ren and the Brotherhood.

THE METHODS OF PETER AND PAUL

Happy Medium TFetween the Protestant
and Catholie Churches.

THE ORGANIZATIUN OF THE FUTURE

There is & great difference between loving
the brethren and loving the brotherhood.
Bt. Peter, writing his first epistle, com-
mends his Christian disciples in the first
chapter because they love the brethren; in
the second chapier he exhorts them to love
the brotherhood. The brotherhood is the
society of the brethren. The brotherhood
is the church,

One of the notable contrasts between the
apostles Peter and Paul and their succes-
sors, the popes; the prelates and the presby-
ters, is in their attitude toward the church.
The New Testament takes but little ae-
eount of institutions. 8o indefinite is the
New Testament record of the discipline, the
worship and the government of the apos-
tolic company of Christiansthat the Roman-
ist, the Episcopalian, the Presbyterian, the
Baptist, cun each eny, “My way is the old
way;" and each one ean support his claim
by excellent arzuments out of the same
Scriptures, The truth is that nobody knows
what the old way wae, It is as lost as the
old table and the old chairs of the upper
room in which the church began.

It Was Any Way With St Paal

Just how 8t. Paul set things in order at
Corinth no man can say. Probably St. Paul
wasguided on that oceasion, and on most
other occasions, by the principle of oppor-
tunism. He did that which the opportunity
demanded. He wasa great deal more con-
cerned with geiting the truths of the Chris-
tian religion into the hearts nnd lives of
men than he was with anv particolar way
of doing it. Any way to help men! Any
way fo eaye the souls of men! 8t Paul
eared more for the brethren than he did for
the brotherhood.

On the other hand, there were some peo-
ple in Jerusalem, as there have been a great
many people in o Fmt many plaees since,
who seemed to think that men ought to be
helped only in the one old way. Whoever
would be saved must keep the law of Moses.
Really, 1 supposs, they believed that noth-
ing else would effectually belp men. They
laid such emphasis, however, on the old
way that the supreme purpose of religion
scemed to be not so much to make people
better as to make them better by a particn-
lar process. Nobody had any business to
be good in sny other way. To hringoin any
new method was to endanger the whole sys-
tem of religion. :

Paying jttention to Form.

These people wanted to furnish the chan-
nels of all the Christian churches with a
table and set of chairs mude exactly like
those which had stood at Pentecost on the
floor of the upperroom. They were aguinst
any man-who suggested that although that
furniture answered excellently for Jeruss-
lem, something else might do better for
Alexandr'a or Rome. These people insisted
that all “fishers of men' ought to use the
same sort of bait and tackle that
was used in the year one. Paul must fish
at Athers just as Peter fished at Caper-
naum. The methods of the Lake of Gallilee
must be the methods of the Mediterranean.
This way of looking at things set the em-
phasis upon the old precedents, attributed
great importance to the estnblished customs
of the gociety, clevated the brotherhood
over the brethren.

These two ideas ahout religion have con-
tended from the ing. You remem-
ber how the apostles found a man one day
who was doing their work, and doing it
more successfully than they were, but not
according to their method. This man fol-
lowed not with them. He loved the breth-
ren; be loved every brother in the street.
He wanted to help all who needed help,
and he did help them, in the name of Jesus.

Did Not Love the Brotherhood.

But for some reason he scems not to have

loved the brotherhood. He no con=
nection with the brotherhood. And the
hrotherhood did not like that. They for-

bade the man. They said that all the good
work of casting out devils in the Master's
name belonged to them. That was the
brotherhood’s business. They put a stop to
that beneficient ministry. They were quite
willing to let the brethren go on being
vexed with devils, for the sake of the broth
erhood.

It was about this matter that discussion
arose in the days of the apostles between
the Jewish and Gentile converts. The
Jews were not willing to relax the regula-
tions of the religious society to meet the
new conditions. Instead of going out with
hauds extended to welcome and bring in
every Gentile brother who desired to take
Christ for his teacher, they stayed back,
reflecting that ench an invitation wounld be
inconsistent with the customs of the brother-
hood. And when Paul snd Peter received
these brethren, and brought them by a new
way into the brotherhood, and men
to become Christisns without ever being
Jews at all, thess conservative people were
indignant. Peter lost the ency of
the church at Jerusalem.

The First Christlan Controversy.

Paul was aom)i)hined about, called a
heretie, hindered in his work, and perse-
cuted. This was the first Christain contro-
versy, It was the oceasion of the calling of
the first Christian council. That was what
they talked about there at Jerosalem;
should their first care be about the brother-
hood, that is, about the keeping of the old
customs? or should their first care be sbout
the brethren, that is, about the saving of
the gouls of all men in any way?

_The question was decided at Jerusalem in
favor of the brethren. The mind of the
Apostolic Church, as then expressed, was
for setting the salvation of the individual
above the preservation of any ancient cus-
tom. It wassettled that the brotherhood
existed for the brethren. not the brethren
for the brotherhood. Nevertheless, the
thought of the church for centuries ran in
the other channel. The great work was the
building up of an institution, the strengih-
ening and elaborating of an ecclesiastical
organization. To erect stupendous build-
m', to maintain a splendid ceremonial, to

n money and to Ertg wer, were the
y

undertakings which occupied the
medigeval churchmen.
Result of the Reformation.

Then came the Reformation. The Reforma-
tion was that old Jerusalem council over
again, The question once more come up for
settlement—which is the mors important,
the soul or the church. The brethren or the
brotherhood? The supreme purpose of the
Reformation was to readjust the broken bal-
snce They took away the emphasis from
the federal ides in religion, and eet it on
the individual idea. ey taught that the
soul of one man is worth more thau all the
ecelesiastical organizations in the world,
Perish the brotherhopd if it hinder the
brethren! 1

The Reformation, however, was not by
any mesns an unqualified success. That,
indeed, could v be expected. The
Reformation was a reaction, and a reaction
is & fall from one extreme into another. It
i= an e:ittl::vor ul’l g'tfit; more ha‘c‘mrt:a lrne-r
ure, b inga wei, out of one
side of the wfle and pntiigg them on the
other. The immediate result of the
Reformation was nnarchy. The brethren
were now ig the ascendant; the old brother-
hood wasabandoned; every brother did what
was right in his own eyes. The world was
filled with confusion. A hundred strange
doctrines followed the unguided readings of
untrained theologians in the pages of the
‘Bible, and a hundred fanatical sects arose to

represent thenu

ever. The standard of faith, the standard of
morals, wus to be new-cons by every
indiri!lm, out of the Bible. All the old
traditions, the old ways, the old interpreta-
tions, were to go for nothing. The Chris-
tian religion had heen asleep or dead for
1,600 vears. And now every man wWas an
apostle. The old de i was followed
by the dismemberment of Christandom; the
old superstition was followed by the new
skepticism. And these evils continue to the
present duy,

Thus the Christian world was divided, and
is divided still, into two posing camps,
Protesiant and Catholie, el:l‘: of them repre-
senting one of these contending ideas of re-
ligion. The underlying principle of Prot-
estantism is the uafm on of the brethren
above the brotherhood: the underlying
prineiple of Catholicivm is the exaltation o
the brotherhood above the brethren. >

Catholic and Protestant Churches

Both sre right—and wrong. Fach needs
the other. The love of the brotherhood
divoreed from the love of the brethiren will
always lead to superstition, to an nndue
reverence for forms and customs, to some
sort of tyranny. The love of the brethren
s:iplrned from the love of the brotherhood

Il alway= minister to foolish division, o
econfusion of faith, to ecelesinstical anarchy.
Catholiclsin is not tbe right rel 3 Prot-
estantism is not the right relizion. We
ought to be Catholic Protestants and Prot-
estant Catholles. We ought never to be
satistied until we are just as Catholic and
Just us Protestant as 5t. Peter and S¢, Paul.
St, Peter, who said “love the brotherhood,™
sald nlso “love as brethren.” St. Panl,
whose characteristic doctrine of justifiea-
tion by fith is the t doetrine in the
Protestant creed, had more to say thAn any
other New Testument writer about the
Church.

We ought to love the brethren. Rellglon is
for men. The mission of the Church is to
help everybody who needs help, There fis
constant need of humanizing the work of
the Church, that is, of emphasizing this sa-
preme purpose for which the Charch exists
—to make the world better. The test of any
method, of nuy custom in the Chureh, is not
its nge Dut its uctual userulness. That min-
iutry, for exnmple, is a valid ministry which
sneceads in saving so That organization
is the best which ean show the best results.
1n the Churech,as everywhero else, the proof
of the tree is in the fruit.

The Chuarch of the Fatare.

We ought to welcome every innovatiom,
every new idea, in proportion to itsatirac-
tive influence. The Church is meant to
bring the life of Jeaus Christ fo the knowl-
edge of every man in the world. The Church
is set to teach the great truths that He
tnnght, and to get all the peopla to believe
them. Every endeavor to make that lfe
more real, and that truth more troe to men
has= a right place in the Church. The Church
smght to be_hig enouzh to take inall sthe
brethren. There ought to bo noneed for
anybody who loves the Lord Jesus Christ
and wants to lead others into the light of
that love to go out of the Church to do i
Sowmehow, in the greas reunited Church of
the future, every sort of worship, evary
variety of eccle tical organization, eve
kind of man, will have a place,
be room in it for the mistaken le. Thare
will be room in it for the men of one idea.
Thera will be room in it for wll the bretiiven,
and for all who love the brethren. The only
zvaople who will have to stay out will be

hose who nre not gond enough Christians to
tolerate differences. In the Church of the
fature, in which men will care more for souls
than they will for syvstems, and in which the
love and service of the Lord Jesus Christ
will be the beginning and the middle and
the end of all religion, there will baa lgnn
dea! of affirmasion Lut & great scarcity of
negation.

Yo Effort to Force Faith,

TPeople will be content to set forth what
‘they actually belisve, without pronouncing
condemnation on those who believe other
than that. There will be no effort to force

There wi

dence in the divinity of truth that truth wiit
bao left to prevail in its own way and in fts
own time, without the aassistance of in-
tolerance.

On the other hand, while we'ought to love
the brethren, we ought also to love the
brotherhowd. It is Chbrist himself who
directs us to “hear the Church.” The cus-
toms of the ancient society, the ways of the
Church ongbt notto be readiiy lnid aside,
The probability is that the brotherhood is
wiser than any of the brethren. Thea

_estublished order is the growth of long

experience. 1t is the resnlt of dealing for
conturies with humesn nature. These waywe
have been found helpful. They have been
tried and proved. The ehances are that
they are the best waya that can be
covered. Welcome, indeed, all new ways, if
they are better ways. Let us not be so com-
mitted to a system as todeclinaaill possibility
of betterment. To getn good work done is
what we want, not to get it done In any
partieular wey, even the most venerable.
Nevertheleas nuntil the new has shown its
superiority, the old is better.
The Castoms of the Church,

We aonght to be loyal to the Church. Wa
ounght, ns St. Peter says, to love the Church.
The customs of the Chureh ought to be as
dear to us as the customs of the fomily. We
ought to try to learn ull thnat we can abont
the Chureh, its history, its interpretations
of dootrine, its ways of helping people, its
place in Christendom. Jd am gorry for any-
body who belongs to a sect who<e member-
ship 1s in & little, narrow, exclusive religious
pociety which was established for the em-
phamizing of some one Imgmeont of Christinn
doctrine, or for the sake of protesting
agninst some old departure from the traoth.

1 nm socry for nnﬁv‘bod{ who cannot be en-
thasinstic about his church, who does not
Imnesl:‘lg' believe that it is the very Chareh
ftself, that Christ was the sotusl fonnder of
it, and the aposties its first ministers, and
that there & room in it for the whole elr-
comference of Christian truth, nnd that all
Christians of all names can find in it all that
13 best in ench of their denominational posi-
rent deal more. Something is
ther with the Church or with
Christian _roes not
Gronax HoDGEs.

tions, and a

the matter,
the Christian, when the
love the Church.

THE JINGLE OF A COIN
Wil Almost Invariably Expose the Manm
Vi ho Is Shamming Deafness,

That no man is proof against the love of
money is evidenced by the ease with which
a physician can expose a man who is feign-
ing deafness, says Dr. Wallace Smyth, of
8t. Louis, in the Globe-Democrat. A man
ean pretend tg be deficient in any one of the

and it is sometimes necessary to sub-
ect him to an elecirie shoek to break down
is self-erected burrier. But if & man who
is pretending to be deaf is approgched from
m?xna while nniua_in on A stone l:oqla; or
wi Ik and a coin is dropped so as to .
h: m Invﬂnhl yitnm sharply sround wi
a view to picking it up.

This -iurple device is frequently resorted
to in countries whers conscription 18 the
rule and where desfness or any other in-
firmity relieves a man from army service.
T eaw it tried in Paris on six alleged youths
in suecession, and much to the examining
physivian’s amusement it succeeded in ex-
posing the sham every time.

Eapposa,
[WRITTEN FOR TiiE DISFATCH. ]

n through the long bours of she nighs
w;l:utlmneiﬁu oft ﬁnp.

And poniler, till the morning light,
On I:‘l,l the cares that bmﬂai :fo‘;p.

There sits npon my tumbled bed

A teasing demon at my head,
And whispers in my tortured ear,

s'r loud ?'?not cgmnl hear,
A dreary catalogne

Thatall begin alike—:Sappose!™

Henppnse! Supposel’” he whispers first,

“fn shg kitohen boiler hurst?
Supp the doctors say thie worst

Omgr rheumatic Jimmie's cass?
":;""".E,o..“ e o Uik BosEat paie

O
'Y?E a.ril tll.st. k\;f;m l; th;.hwp
= loo! rather s

Sa pqu“ his spmw did health should fafl?
uppose the gout shonid attack his toes?

Suppose! Supposel Suppose! Supposel

“Suppose the iandlord raise his reat?

Tgnnon Jowe E:.\ntu is I;mt abuse
L] ninte eVETy con

Anﬁll his hard-carned fortune lose?

, 0N, the teasing

-t(rpon Vimginia's wedding day?

Suppose! Suppose! Supposel
At Iast I answer ance for all,

“Suppose! Sa se the sky shonld fallt™
‘ﬂ[m bodp is snn.l?:mmh and wide;

turn upon the sides
With gniet breathing, lonz and deep,
‘I’:::{ntlotbe d:m lnut:pdn
on

To rouse me from my swsetest dozes.

1'd like to smother in the clo’ss

et e e, |

faith. There will be such thorough eontl- |

by Loquacious Veterans. .

THE CONTENTS OF A BALE OF HAY.

A Mean Msn Who Gave His Wife $100 in
Promises on Her Birthdsy.

CONUNDRUM PUT BY A NEWSDEALER.

[WRITTEX FOR THE DISPATCH.)

If & man is railroading, steambosting snd
stagiog about s country, and longing for
gomebody to talk to, he finds himself in
lnck when he drops upon two or three vet-
erans who are swapping war stories I've
heard these war stories called chesinuts,
but I never heard the same yarn twice, and
from the number which each survivor scems
to have bronght home in his mental knsp-
sack I don't see any need for asoldier te
tell any story more than once.

A couple of “vets,” just returning from a
G. A. R. reunion, staged with me from s
railroad station to alittle town a few miles
back, and both were loaded to the mu=mils
with war stories. They fell totalking of
the difficulties there used to be in the army
to get anything liquid to fioat & jollification
along. One told of the company of pickets
who traded coffes for apple-jack, which they
brought into eamp in their gun-barrels
This reminded the other of the cavalry regi-
ment which got drunk in camp after return-
ing from & seonting trip which took in & dis-
tillery. Their canteens wers inspected just
befors entering camp, but they had ex-
pected this, and filled their scabbards in-
stead. Then the first one said:

A Precious Bale of Hay.

*That's nothing to Jim Whilliger’s litle
trick. Jim was s cavalryman and hada
very fine horse, but provender was swful
scarce just then for some reason; all the
horses in the regiment were awful thin, and
there was no hay or oats in the God-forsaken
corner of the South whers the regiment
was, Jim used to spend an hour or two &
day pulling grass in a weedy old field, all
for his darling horse, so one day when ha
asked his captain whether he couldn’t order
s bale of hay from the North, from hix
brother who was in the feed business, the

tain said, ‘of conrse.” "’

“Down came the hay in a few ox-

prepaid, and Jim took it into his own

ut and watched it as if it were pie; he
said be'd trust the boys with anything elen
he owned, but he wasn't going to trust his
horse’s food to anybody. Next morning
Jim didn’t answer to rolleall; neither did
his chum, who lived in the hut with him.
The Orderly Sergeant went into the hut
and shook "em, but "twas no they ware
as drunk as tramps on election night: and
ensh lay buried in the hay, which heen
unbal Jim sobered enough toe feed his
horse, but mext morning he was drunk
in. Evervbody wanted to know where

he got his liauar, so they could go and do
likewise, and when he wouldn't tell thew
got mad and began to spy on him.  They
didn't find out, though. A ten-gallon kegz
;:wh:hky was in the middle of that bale of

Y Well, what came of it all?*
#{)h, the Captain ordered s bale just like
it—for himself."
Some Very Mean Men,

Coming down the Centrul Road a few dars
ago & trio of family men, whe saw “‘coming
events east their shadows before,” I::Pn to
ask points of each other adout Christmas
presents, and then the eonversation turned

men who are mean even in Ihei_r pres
ent giving. One fellow tald of the minister
who was given s purse on Christmas on con-
dition that he should present the contents to
the cburch debt fund. Another gave tha
story of the man who gave his little boy &

varter Christmas night, stole it bick be

?ors morning snd then spanked the young-
ster for losing the money. The third man
came out of a brown study and said:

‘“That's nothin® to Bill Batck’s little

e, Bill was » sentimental cuss in his
talk, an' could look as big-eyed and malan-
choly asa canal hoss when there ain't ne
oats to be hed, so women thought he was
lovely, an” he married the finest gal in onr
township. (ne of her folks left har some
money, an’ Bill ron through 'fore she could
buy as much as a calico dress for herself.
After they'd been married a year or two her
father died and left ber the farm, but Bill
run throngh that, too, in the course of time,
for he never done no work but write (go try
and hold up the bar of thesaloon. Oneday his
wife's birthday eame "round, an’ ther’ wa'n't
much in the honse to an’ she was hackin®
her life out with acough that (ook her off a2
spell later.  Well, "fore Bill slid out of tha
house for the saloon” he give one of tha
young uns a letter to give to the mother, an”
this was in it:

His Birthdsy Eemembranca,

“My DarrinGg Wirs—I congratulate mﬂ on
tha return of your natal morn. May thesun
to-day forzes to shine excest upon you, and
may naturs be one grand, exultant smile
over the sweetest specimen of her handi-
work. Asa slight token of my affection 1

resent you $100; I inclose $i of it and will
gand you the rest when times are better,

: “YorR Lovixe Winntaw.™

“Well I'1l be blanked!"" exelaimed one of
the listeners. *““What did sbe buy with she
dollar?"”

*Nothin"; Bill forgot to inclose it.”"

Hurrying toward the ferry one nizht,
after giving some resitations in Willlams-
burg, I was stopped by s small boy with
one dirty newspaper under his arm. For
once in my life I had a chance to feel big,
for that boy was a mere mite; as T looked as
him I began to feel as 1 sup, old Goliath
felt when he looked at David and befora ha
realized that 4 boy with s sling can do more
d.nm.lmhn sn army with banners. The
child legs like pipe stems, s face like a
dirty doll and fingers like the claws of &
hawk.

“Mister,” said he, waving his single
paper bafore me, "“wot’s the dif 'rence "tween
you an’ ma?"

As I hadu’t my guessing cap on, I gaveit
up.

“Cause,” said he, with snother wave of
the paper, and passing his hand slong the
front of my dress suit, “vou're pooty well
stocked out in clothes an’ I'm pooty well
closed gut o stock."

Bo I had to buy the 2
Merrily yours,
MansHALL P.

MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF SCHOOLS

The Spreal of Diphtheria snd Other Dis-
cases Might Be Prevented.

Health Commissioner Dr. Sammel H.
Durgin, of Boston, says the increased prev-
alence of diphtheria in some of the more
thickly settled wards of that city may be
due to many things, but thinks not the
least important cause is the absence of med.
feal inspection of the public schools. Thers
is no doubt that sldla;ne lbiﬁ: di Mt:rh is
often Nw n the on

T‘Ilepumiuin physi:;:a would fmmedi-
ately detect the ger that the preseace of
s child ill with s contagious diseass would
present, and he could take steps to remove
the danger. As it stands now 5' is diffienis
to see how anything could be done to pre-
vent the affliction o? an eatire school by a
serious contagious disease. Even anv of the
very serious contagious disezses might gain
ground, whereas the presence of examiners
would do away with such danger.
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